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De Winter et al (see page 371) studied 3594 patients admitted to hospital through an emergency department and found that 59% of patients had a discrepancy between the physician's medication history and a pharmacist technician's structured medication history.1 This result is consistent with over 20 small studies (median sample size 104 patients) showing 61–67% of patients have at least one discrepancy in the medication history at the time of hospital admission.2
There are at least three good reasons to obtain an accurate medication history at the time of hospital admission. First, more than 1 in 9 emergency department visits are due to drug-related adverse events.3 An accurate medication history will be the cornerstone for diagnosing this common problem. Second, medication history errors may result in incorrect medication orders and incorrect treatment during the admission, leading to patient harm. Third, an accurate medication history is the foundation for accurate medication instructions and prescriptions at the time of hospital discharge.
Medication reconciliation (Med Rec) at admission is the process of obtaining the best-possible medication history (BPMH), and using this list to provide correct medications to patients at the time of hospital admission. Med Rec at admission is the cornerstone of Med Rec during subsequent transfers and at discharge. Med Rec is a major patient safety priority for safety improvement organisations such as the WHO,4 and hospital accreditors.5 Well-designed medication reconciliation programmes can reduce medication discrepancies6 and potential adverse drug events,7 although there are no studies to show a reduction in preventable adverse drug events.
Successful medication reconciliation implementation is a challenge, as evidenced by the Joint Commission's recent decision … 


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	Linked articles 35014.

	Competing interests None.

	Provenance and peer review Commissioned; not externally peer reviewed.





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	Original researchPharmacist- versus physician-acquired medication history: a prospective study at the emergency department

Sabrina De Winter
Isabel Spriet
Christophe Indevuyst
Peter Vanbrabant
Didier Desruelles
Marc Sabbe
Jean Bernard Gillet
Alexander Wilmer
Ludo Willems


BMJ Quality & Safety 2010; 19 371-375   Published Online First:  01 Jul 2010. doi: 10.1136/qshc.2009.035014 



	Quality linesQuality lines

David P Stevens


BMJ Quality & Safety 2010; 19 i-i   Published Online First:  25 Oct 2010. doi: 10.1136/qshc.2010.048298 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via IHI  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via IHI  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	[image: The Health Foundation]

  


  
  



  



  



  

      

    

  
    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Browse by collection
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Subscribe
	Thank you to our reviewers


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 2044-5423Print ISSN: 2044-5415

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd & Medtrust Innovations Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Health Foundation (registered charity number: 286967). All rights reserved. 

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  


